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The 27-year-old woman is not what
we picture when we hear “suicide
bomber” With her long black hair neatly
pulled back from her chocolate-colored

of people within a 100-foot radius.

Menake's vest fit her well. She tried
it on several times to make sure it lay
snugly against her chest. She practiced
reaching for the detonators without
arousing suspicion. She thought hard
about the best outfit to disguise its
deadly purpose, settling on a sequined
top whose shimmer would distract the
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skin, she is shy, soft-spoken—the kind of
person you'd trust with your kids. But
Menake is also a member of the Black
Tigers, the suicide commando squad of
Sri Lanka's Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), a terrorist group that
has more female suicide bombers than
any other organization in the world.

For three days last September,
Menake staked out the tree-lined streets
of Colombo’s richest neighborhood,
home to Prime Minister Ratnasiri Wick-
remanayake. Watching from the shad-
ows, observing the prime minister’s
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